- (t) 


Several Com plaints 0 f M erchants and T riders of L ON don "© 
and other Ports of this Kingdom again(t the Commill:- 
oners and Officers of the Customs 


"Hat by the Act of Tonnage and P6undagey/ t'2 Cay. 2. amongſt other things it 

is provided and E that all Mef as well Denizens, as Strangers, 
| coming into this Realm, ſhall be well and honeſtly entreated, and demeaned 
for ſuch things as Subſidy by the faid AQt is granted, withour oppreſſion to them to b= 


_ GONG, 


fi ar Ne LOMNAUnNonere rFTOomy ziyc late, comvary-to.the {2:6 \Ct at- 

. ” » frontedandabuſed Merchants with ſcurrilous and foul Language, and other bad treat- | 

M23 ment, to the great diſcouragement of Trade, and oppreſſion of the faid Merchants ; 

Si who have beenforced to be at great expences in Law-ſuits for their Juſt-rights : and fur- 

ther where Merchants have petitioned the Lords Commiſſioners of the 'T reaſury ro be 

releived in caſes of the like nature, f{uch petitions have been referred to the faid Com- 

miſſioners of the Cuſtoms for them to examine the contents and report their opinions 

thereupon to the ſaid Lords Commiſhoners, wherein alto the faid Merchants have been 

treated and abufed as aforeſaid by rhe faid Cornmiſſioners of the Cuſtoms. 

” FI. That by the twenry Fourth Rule of the Book of Ratzs,made parrt of the aboveſaid 

. Act of Tonnage and Poundage, it is allo provided that for avoiding all oppreſſion by any 

_ of the Officers of the Cuſtoms in any Port of this Kingdom in exacting unreaſonable 

Fees from che Merchant by reaſon of any Entry, or otherwile rouching the ſhipping or 

unſhipping of any Goods, } Fares and Merchandifes, no Officer, Clerk, or other be- 

longing to diy Cuftom-hanſe whatſoever, ſhall exact, require, or receive, aay other 

or greater Fee of any Me"than whatſoever,than ſuch as are or ſhall beeſtabliſh- 

ed by the Commons m Pertiar 

to the ſaid Rule, he ſhylltc 


[2 t and ex- 
hibited in the Court of Exchequer agairiſt Officers for exaCting {uch unreaſonable Fees, 
whereby fair Merchants and T raders have been greatly oppreſled. GW 

III. By the 1 1th. Rule in the book of Rates, alſo made part of the aboveſaid Ac. of 
Tonnage and Poundage, it is declared that if any Tobacco or other Goods or Merchan- 
diſe brought into this Kingdom, ſhall receive-any dammage by Salt-water or otherwite; 
fo that the owner thereof ſhall be prejudiced in the Sale of fuch Goods, the principal 
Officers of the Cuſtom-houſe, or any two of them, whereof the Collector for the time 
beirig to be one, ſhall have power to Chooſe tws indifferent Merchants experienced in 
the value of ſuch Govds, who upon viſiting the faid Goods hall certifie and declare upon 
their corporal Oaths,firſt adminiſtred by the {aid Officers, what dammage ſuch Goods 
have received, and are lefſened in their rrue value, and according to ſuch dammage, ia 
relation to the Rates ſet on them in this book, the {aid Officers are to make a propor- 
rionable abatement vinto the Merchant'or Owner of the Subſidy due for the fame. 

That, notwithſtanding the {aid Rule aiid the Proviſion _— for rhe eale of 
Merchants, and encouragement of Trade, the faid Commiſhoners have from time to time 
denyed to permit Merchants to be choſen and ſworn for viewing of dammages and cer- 
tifyms allowances, as by the ſaid Rule is directed, bur on the contrary have appointed 
Surveyors, and other Officers of their own to view ſuch dammages,; and to make fuch 
allowances, as to them only have ſeemed meet, denying to hear any complaint of Mer- 
chanrs, though never fo juſtly aggrieved in the premiſes, and inſtead of making abate- 
meur of fuch dainmages, as their {aid Offcers have allowed, off from the Original-Entry, 
or Poſt-Entry, Merchants have been forced to Enter and/pay Cuſtome for their Sia 
quantities, and to be ar the trouble and charge of Certificates for {uch allowances, &c. 
to the great injury of Merchants, diſcouragement cf Trade, and contrary to the above- 


{2id Rule, 
A IV. That 


(2) 

IV. That by ſeveral Acts of Parliament made in the Reigns of Edward the 4th. Richard 
the 34. Henry the Sth. and Carole the 24. for many good reaſons therein contained, a- 
mong{t other things, Iron wyre, otherwiſe called Whire-wyre ; Bone-lace, Buttons, 
and all manner of foreign Needle work are prohibired to be brought into this Kingdom, 
©c. that notwithſtanding the ſaid Acts of Parliament, great quantities of the faid Com- 
modities have been of late imported into this faid Kingdom ho! the encouragement of 
the ſaid Commiſſioners upon payment of Cuſtom, thereby fruſtrating the good intent of 
the {aid Laws, and tocrithing is Majeſties Subjects employed in the manufacturing 
of the ſaid Commodities in Engiana, GC. 

V. That by leveral other Acts made in the 18th. 2oth. and 23d. years of the Reign 
of Kins Charles the ſecond, all live Cartel, Beef, Pork and Bacon, and Fiſh taken by 
Foreigners are alſo prohibited to be brought into this Kingdom from {rcland,or any other 
Foreign Parts,under the penalry of the forfeirure of all fuch the faid Cattel and Goods, 
ſo brought into this Kingdom, as alto of the Ships and Veſſels in which they are Import- 
ed, and makes the Importation of the ſaid Cattel and Goods, a common Nuiſance, and 
the avoiding and evading any of the penalties contained in the faid Act to be Premwnze. 

That norwitkſtanding all which, the faid Commiſſioners and Officers, ſumetimes upon 
payment of Cuſtom, and at other times by prerended ſeizures of the laid Goods for pri- 
vate rewards have combined with Foreigners and others, and cauſed to be imported 
great quantities of the Goods ſo prohibited by the faid Acts, to the great decay of the 
Fiſhery of the Nation ; and to the great prejudice of the Graziers, the Breeders of Cattel 
and Hogs, and the Curers of Englith Bacon, and other Traders of this Kingdom, and in 
high Contempt to the Authority of Parliament. 

VI That by an Act in the 29th and 3oth years of King Charles II. all French Wines, 
Brandy, and other French Goods, for the Realons therein contained, were prohibited ro 
be Imported into this Kingdom, under the penalty of the forfeiture of the ſaid Goods, 
viz.. The Wines and Brandy to be ſtaved, and the other Goods to be burnt, and allo 
of the value of the faid Goods to be recovered of the Importers, one Moiety thereof to 
the Poor of the Pariſh, where the ſaid Goods ſhould happen to...e fiezed, and the other 
Moiery to him or them that ſhould fieze and ſue for the fame : And alſo the Importa- 
tion of any of the ſaid Goods was by the faid Act declared to be. a common Nuiſance, 
_—_— CommiBonree and Olbcay wo the Cuſtoms wore thereby required not only to 

and profecure, to bc aidi alliſting rv al crs ia lie, ing aw prof [ 
the fame. That notwithſtanding the ſaid Act, and the provition thereby, the fai 
Commiſfioners and Officers of the Cuſtoms, did nor only encourage Merchants ro Im- 
port great quantities thereof, and to enter and pay Cuſtom for the fame, under ſham 
denominations, but alſo did, as much as in them lay, diſcouraye all perſons who did 
endeavour to fieze any of the Goods prohibited by the faid Act, or proſecute perſons 
Importing the ſame. | 

VII. Thar by one other Act made in the 12th year of King Charles the IT, Entitu- 
led, An Aft for encouraging and encreaſing the Shipping and Navigation of this Kingdom, 
wherein, by the good Providence of God, the Wealth, Safety and Strength thereof is 
ſo much concerned : No Goods or Commodities whatſoever of the growth, produ- 
ion, or manufacture of Aſia, Africa or America ; or of any part thereof, cc. ſhall 
be Imported into England, &c. in any other Ships or Veſſels whatſoever, but in ſuch as 
do truly, and without fraud, belong only to the people of England, &c. and that no 
Goods or Commodiries, that are of Foreign gown, production, or manufacture, ſhall 
be brought into this _— &c, inany Shipping wharſoever ; from any place what- 
ſoever ; bur only from the place of their ſaid growth, production or manufacture, or 
from ſuch Port or place where the faid Commodities can only, or are, oc uſually have 
been firſt Shipped for Tranſportation, under the penalty of the forfeiture of all ſuch 
Rare: -y. an gg with the Ships and Veſſels, with all their Furnicure, Tackle and Apparel, 
in which they, or any of them, ſhall be [Imported ; Thar the faid Commiſſioners and 
Officers of the Cuſtoms, have (under pretence of improving the {aid Cuſtoms) encou- 
raged the Importation of the ſaid Commodities from Holland and other places, in For- 
reign Shipping, &c. contrary to the true intent and meaning of the faid Act, and in 
conrempt of the fame, tothe great prejudice, not only of che Shipping of this King- 


_ dom, (which have been thereby leflened near a third part. in their real value) but alſo 


tO the great diſcouragement of the Seamen thereof, who have alſo been thereby (roge- 
ther with the hard utage of the ſaid Commilfioners in other trivial matters) forced to 
Sail with Foreign Nations. 


